
 

 

 

 

 

 

What is StormFest? StormFest is a stormwater education event that adapts the Drain Rangers curriculum into an 

interactive field-based experience for 6th graders! In one day, students rotate through hands-on education stations, 

learning about their local watershed, the animals that live in them, sources of pollution, and engineering solutions to 

prevent stormwater pollution!  

This is StormFest's inaugural year – funded by a Washington State Department of Ecology GROSS Grant, StormFest 

will be offered this spring on June 13th and 14th and again, this fall, on October 10th and 11th. The events combined 

will provide stormwater education to over 2,400 Highline School District students. The StormFest curriculum meets 

Common Core and Next Generation Science Standards, as well as NPDES Education and Outreach requirements for 

participating jurisdictions.   

Why turn stormwater education into a festival? Educators are often strapped for time and resources, making the 
inclusion of new curriculum difficult. By offering a one-day, fully funded stormwater education opportunity, we can 
increase the number of students that learn about watersheds, stormwater, and kid-friendly stormwater BMPs.  
 
Multilingual considerations. Highline School District is one of the most diverse school districts in Washington State: 
with over 100 languages spoken, a focus of StormFest is to ensure that all students receive quality stormwater 
education. To facilitate this, bilingual educators are prioritized and additional interpreters will be trained to help 
communicate educational information the day-of. Additionally, a consultant has been hired to collect research from 
ELL students and teachers in Highline Public Schools in order to adapt the curriculum and teaching methods to best 
meet the needs of multilingual learners.   
 
Evaluation. StormFest aims to increase knowledge of stormwater pollution and watershed science, as well as 
increase behaviors that reduce stormwater pollution. Changes in stormwater knowledge will be assessed with pre- 
and post-quizzes administered in the classroom. Student enjoyment of StormFest will be assessed during the post-
test. Because many students in Highline School District are English language learners (ELL), the test is designed to be 
as language-accessible as possible and will be translated into languages requested by Highline Public Schools. Multi-
lingual/cultural accessibility of the event will be evaluated through interviews with teachers and ELL students to 
determine if lessons were understandable, and if students felt included and respected. Finally, behavior change will 
be tested after the fall StormFest events to ascertain whether students adopted a new stormwater BMP behavior.  
 
StormFest for YOUR school districts! StormFest is meant to be replicated and built on! To facilitate this, most 
materials from the event will be made available to jurisdictions after the event, including the watershed models, 
water testing kits, signage, and staff uniforms. Curriculum, day-of logistical plans, and evaluation tools will also be 
made publically available in a toolkit. 
 

Partners. City of Burien, EnviroIssues, Futurewise, City of Des Moines, City of SeaTac, City of Normandy Park, King 

County, and Highline Public Schools. 

Contact. Mary Eidmann, City of Burien | MaryE@burienwa.gov  | (206) 248 – 5511    

mailto:MaryE@burienwa.gov

