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Overview 
Stormwater management practices have evolved drastically over recent decades, now 
emphasizing greener practices and solutions. With this evolvement, we've seen a diverse range of 
language used to describe "green stormwater infrastructure" and "low-impact development" 
principle and practices. This is result of differing cultural perceptions, unique regional language, 
and jargon accuracy.  
 
Simplified stormwater terminology is crucial in establishing public awareness and education. 
One way to find the right simplified language without "recreating the wheel" is to undertake a 
review of what language is currently being used across the country and across the world. Thus, it 
is useful to study stormwater management related jargons used within the United States and in 
other English-speaking and non-English-speaking countries. Once the review is conducted, as 
assessment of what language has proven most effective and what language was based on 
research and not simply professional judgment can help inform decisions on what is the best 
language to use going forward.  
 
Stormwater Terminology within the U.S.  
In addition, the Chesapeake Bay, as the largest estuary in the United States, has some well-
established LID/BMPs projects in the region. Regional agencies and nonprofit organizations 
were contacted about their studies on this terminology issue. 

• In the United States, Low Impact Development (LID) was first used by Barlow et al. on 
proposed planning to minimize cost of management in 1977. LID is characterized by 
small scale, often onsite, stormwater treatment that contrasted the large end-of-catchment 
stormwater treatment at the time.  

• In 2012, the EPA recognized the use of Green Infrastructure (GI). In some states, Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) is also used in both urban and rural stormwater 
management along with LID. BMPs is a more universal term used in pollution prevention 
measures, encompassing practices that possess both structural and non-structural 
attributes.  

• Examples: 
o StormwaterWise Landscape (Arlington County, VA) 

https://environment.arlingtonva.us/stormwaterwise/ 
 Contact: Jen McDonnell (703) 228-3588) 
 Program name was decided prior to Ms. McDonnell’s job at Arlington 

County Dept. of Environ. Services. The name, “StormwaterWise 
Landscape” shares similar concepts as other program names in the D.C. 
and Maryland area. There is no known study conducted on the 
effectiveness of this specific program title. 

o RiverSmart Homes (Washington D.C.) 

https://environment.arlingtonva.us/stormwaterwise/


 Alliance For the Chesapeake Bay 
http://www.stormwater.allianceforthebay.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/08/acb_rwpub_03.28.16.lowres.pdf 

 http://doee.dc.gov/service/riversmart-homes-overview 
 Sarah Davidson, (202) 817-9672, sdavidson@allianceforthebay.org 
 Jamie Alberti,  (571) 492-1235, jalberti@alliancefortheybay.org (Jamie 

Alberti has been with the program since the start.)  
 RiverSmart Homes is simply used as the title of their program, while LID 

and BMPs related terminologies are still used in outreach events. No 
known (to the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay) studies have conducted 
on the effectiveness of the program title.  

 Washington D.C.  D.C. Department of Energy and Environment 
• Lauren Linville  
• Dept. of Energy and Environment (202) 535-2600  
• RiverSmart Home Program: (202) 535-2252 

o RainScape (Montgomery County, MD)  
 contact: Ann English  

o Green Infrastructure/ Sustainable Stormwater Program (Portland, OR)  
o Green Stormwater Infrastructure (Chicago, IL) 
o Low Impact Development (Prince George County, MD) 
o Low Impact Development (Boston, Mass) 
o Low Impact Development/Best Management Practices (North Carolina) 
o Low Impact Development/BMPs (Santa Monica, CA) 

 
Worldwide Stormwater Terminology   

• The United Kingdom initially used the term Sustainable Urban Drainage System (SUDS), 
but these developments are also applied in rural areas, thus the “urban” is now dropped 
and the term is now Sustainable Drainage System (SuDS).  

• Examples from non-English-speaking countries:  
o Germany: dezentrale Regenwasserbewirtschaftung (decentralized stormwater 

management) 
o Sweden: Lokalt omha¨ndertagande av dagvatten (LOD; local handling of 

stormwater) 
o Denmark: Lokal Afledning af Regnvand (LAR; local diversion of stormwater) 

 
Conclusion 
Although the Chesapeake Bay region developed regional program titles, the main terminology 
used in public outreach still consists of LID/BMPs-related EPA-established vocabularies. There 
is a lack of LID-related terminology comparative study, thus I was not able to conclude any 
differences in outreach effectiveness.  
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