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WHAT YOU OTTER KNOW

STORM is Getting a Coordinator

2015 saw a lot of discussion about a STORM Coordinator; the majority of STORM 
members (86%) backed using funds to create a position to provide more services 
to members. This position will be housed at King County. The final details are 
being negotiated between Ecology and King County on the work needed to 
support STORM, its members and projects.

A candidate from the King County Vets 4 HIRE Fellowship program will step 
in as coordinator to support STORM and its members in January 2016. Other 
funded tasks will include creating an easy to use online sharing tool that will 
allow project materials to be uploaded, searched for and shared, and providing 
website support for Puget Sound Starts Here, Natural Yard Care, Don’t Drip & 
Drive, and other STORM web needs. 

We will work together to be sure that the tool works for all STORM members. 
Hiring a Coordinator, technical support for STORM’s campaign websites, and the 
development of a sharing tool will all increase our ability to effectively work 
together and the productivity of the STORM group.

The STORM Coordinator will alleviate some of the pressure on the STORM 
Core team to complete administrative tasks such as sending announcements, 
maintaining the membership directory, scheduling overall network meetings 
and work group meetings, maintaining the STORM website and more. This will 
provide the Core team with more time to focus on strategic activities such as 
grant management, coordination with other regional groups and more.   

For more information about the STORM Coordinator, contact Mary Rabourn, King 
County, at Mary.Rabourn@kingcounty.gov

About STORM

STORM is the acronym for 
Stormwater Outreach for 
Regional Municipalities. We are 
a coalition of city and county 
governments working together 
to improve water quality in 
our lakes, rivers, streams, 
and Puget Sound by meeting 
outreach requirements from 
the federal Clean Water Act.  

STORM’s Vision: People 
living and working in our 
communities take actions that 
protect water quality within 
the Puget Sound Basin.

STORM’s Mission: Work 
together with regional partners 
to address polluted runoff by 
advancing broad-scale behavior 
change.  

If your municipality would like 
to join STORM, or receive our 
updates, send your request to 
Tiffany O’Dell, Pierce County, 
at todell@co.pierce.wa.us

In 2015 the SOGGIES  partnered 
with Seattle PI to run a series of storm 

water educational sections in the paper 

2015 STORM Annual Report



Natural Yard Care Program Evaluation Completed

Snohomish County and the City of Olympia, received a GROSS Grant and 
NEP Grant in fall 2013 to partner with 17 cities to conduct an experiment 
to compare and contrast the effectiveness of two natural yard care 
programs: 1) A Natural Lawn Care coach and demonstration event 
program and 2) Natural Yard Care three-lecture workshop series program. 
Both programs were shown to result in statistically significant levels of 
adoption of a variety of yard care best practices. To see the final report, 
visit the following web page on the STORM website:
pugetsoundstorm.weebly.com/natural-yard-care-gross

For more information about the Thurston County program, contact Susan 
McCleary, City of Olympia, smccleary@ci.olympia.wa.us. For information 
about the Snohomish County program, contact Peggy Campbell, 
Snohomish County, Peggy.Campbell@co.snohomish.wa.us

Don’t Drip and Drive Receives Phase III Grant

King County received a GROSS grant for the third phase of Don’t Drip 
and Drive. The program will be launched again in Fall 2016. The program 
will continue partnership with repair shops, advertising and leak testing 
events. Leak testing events will be changed to advertise events to the 
public, instead of having people at a specific event attend by default. In 
addition, the program will be expanded to include:
• Partnerships with quick lube shops
• Spanish language resources and advertising
• Expansion of auto leak workshops to Snohomish and Pierce counties

STORM members and other partners will be invited to participate in the 
program advisory committee and to use program resources to promote 
repairing vehicle leaks locally. 

To learn more or get involved in 2016, contact Mary Rabourn, King County, 
Mary.Rabourn@kingcounty.gov

STORM Symposium Grows in Popularity

STORM’s fifth annual Symposium attracted more than 80 STORM members 
and guests. The Symposium was held at the Brightwater Education 
Center for the second year. The keynote address by Guillaume Mauger, 
UW Climate Impacts Group, about impacts to stormwater from climate 
change. Break out sessions were well attended, and topics included:
• Mobile business outreach program
• Reaching out to multicultural audiences
• Successful outreach partnerships
• Informed consent
• Lakewise behavior change program
• Field-based youth education programs
• Transferring a successful outreach program to your jurisdiction
• NPDES group collaboration

A big thank you to the symposium planning committee and all presenters 
and attendees. For more information and to get involved in 2016, contact 
Janet Geer, City of Bothell, Janet.Geer@bothellwa.gov



Drain Rangers Receives Grant

In 2014-2015 the Pacific Education Institute (PEI), STORM, and the 
Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) brought formal and informal educators, 
curriculum administrators, and jurisdictions together to create curricula 
that met the needs of all participants. The beauty of the Drain Ranger 
curriculum, and what sets it apart from all the others, is that it simulates 
the Measure of Student Progress (MSP) standardized tests that students 
are required to take each spring. The curriculum weaves together 
stormwater education while helping students practice for the English 
Language Arts reading and standard testing requirements. This innovative 
approach is seen as a gift to the teachers by providing all the information 
and materials they need within the lesson plan to meet the new federal 
Common Core requirements.  

The City of Bothell, on behalf of STORM, has received grant funding to 
complete needed curriculum extensions (videos, articles, illustrations, 
etc.), provide additional teacher training, provide implementation 
support (in-school assistance and evaluation), and support an education 
conference for those teaching in stormwater and wastewater across the 
region. The grant also provides funding for PEI to adapt the curriculum 
and provide teacher training for those teaching in Eastern WA. All 
new tools and resources will be provided as they are created and the 
curriculum is available for anyone to use here: 
pugetsoundstartshere.org/drain-rangers

To learn more, contact Janet Geer, City of Bothell, 
Janet.Geer@bothellwa.gov

Dumpster Maintenance Work Group 

A group of approximately 10 jurisdictions worked together in 2015 to share 
ideas about development of dumpster maintenance outreach programs. 
The group partnered with the Department of Ecology’s Local Source 
Control program. The group discussed audiences, barriers and benefits 
and outreach methods. City of Bothell provided a program example and 
some members of the group planned to pilot it in their jurisdictions. Group 
members agreed to continue to share information and share results. 

For more information, contact Tiffany O’Dell, Pierce County, 
todell@co.pierce.wa.us

Puget Sound Starts Here Night at the Mariners

The fourth annual Puget Sound Starts Here Night at the Mariners was a 
huge success. 827 fans registered to receive the coveted PSSH Mariners 
t-shirt and many folks stopped by to play games and say “hi” to Bert the 
Salmon and Scoopy Doo. Volunteers also got into the game by wearing 
vintage attire to match the team throwback theme. Mark your calendar for 
the fifth annual game May 14th against the Los Angeles Angels.

For more information and to get involved in 2016, contact Mary Rabourn, 
King County, Mary.Rabourn@kingcounty.gov



Thank you to all the jurisdictions and Washington state 
agencies who help make STORM successful by giving input,
promoting Puget Sound Starts Here, collaborating and working 
throughout the Puget Sound region to prevent water pollution. 

The STORM Core Team:
Betsy Adams, City of Kirkland - badams@kirklandwa.gov
Janet Geer, City of Bothell - janet.geer@bothellwa.gov
Mary Rabourn, King County - mary.rabourn@kingcounty.gov
Sylvia Cavazos, City of Seattle - sylvia.cavazos@seattle.gov
Tiffany O’Dell, Pierce County - todell@co.pierce.wa.us

STORM Members Use Chinook Book for Outreach

STORM has been working with Chinook Book over the last year to see if we 
could use mobile devices to raise awareness around polluted stormwater 
runoff, offer behavior change coupons to a wider audience, and leverage 
an existing platform with regional partners. 13 jurisdictions signed 
up to purchase Chinook Book smartphone app subscription cards with 
12-month access codes to hundreds of offers and educational resources. 
Chinook Book also provided us with mobile ad space for four monthly ads 
throughout the subscription year and a splash page that shows the PSSH 
logo when users access the app. 

Chinook Book is tracking the use of the purchased codes and will be able 
to provide us with the number of people using the app, number of BMP 
related coupons redeemed, and the geographic location of where the 
coupons were redeemed over the next year. We will then be able to see if, 
when, and how we can partner with them regionally in the future.

For more information, contact Janet Geer, City of Bothell, 
Janet.Geer@bothellwa.gov

Mobile Business Work Group Receives Grant

Mobile businesses are a challenging group to pin down. STORM’s Mobile 
Business Working Group, led by the Washington Stormwater Center, 
met in 2015 to discuss strategies for affecting behavior change among 
mobile businesses. The group determined that a regional approach 
would solve the primary challenge this group presents – businesses that 
work throughout multiple jurisdictions making consistent messaging and 
compliance difficult. 

The group decided to apply for a Grant of Regional or Statewide 
Significance (GROSS) from the Department of Ecology. In addition to 
STORM members, jurisdictions throughout Eastern Washington showed a 
strong interest in getting involved in the program. The group received 
a grant and with support from around the state, they will develop a 
statewide outreach program, in multiple languages, with strategies to 
foster an environment of compliance. The mobile businesses identified for 
the first phase are painters, pressure washers, carpet cleaners and vent 
hood cleaners. Additional business types may be added in the future. 

To learn more or get involved, contact Lisa Roszmyn, Washington 
Stormwater Center, Lisa.Roszmyn@wsu.edu.  


